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Pistons aim for crowning blow tonight against Lakers / Sports
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A wedding
dress that 
says it all
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can sometimes
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Cubs hand
Clemens
first loss
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with Mark Prior
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as Roger Clemens
gets hammered and
the Astros get
pounded 7-2.
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A deal that 
may reshape the
Vegas landscape
A vote is expected
today on the sale of
Mandalay Resort
Group to MGM
Mirage, which
would create the
world’s largest 
gambling company. 
Page 1B.

SPORTS

The alleged leader of a human-smuggling
ring pleaded guilty Monday to orchestrating
the loading of at least 74 illegal immigrants
into a sealed truck for a ride that killed 19
of them.

The plea by Karla Patricia Chavez Joya was
a major break for prosecutors in what U.S.
Attorney Michael Shelby has called one of the
deadliest cases involving the smuggling of
people.

Chavez, 26, of Honduras, agreed to cooper-
ate in the prosecution of other accused ring
members, including the death-penalty case
against truck driver Tyrone Williams.

“It’s unquestionably a major breakthrough,

Associated Press file

Karla Patricia Chavez
Joya agreed to coop-
erate in the prosecu-
tion of other alleged
members of the
smuggling ring.

Alleged leader
pleads guilty in
smuggling case
By HARVEY RICE
Houston Chronicle

See SMUGGLING on Page 6A.

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Su-
preme Court used a technicality
Monday to preserve the phrase
“one nation under God” in the
Pledge of Allegiance, sidestep-
ping the larger question of wheth-
er reciting the words in public
school violates the Constitution.

The decision was issued on
Flag Day and the 50th anniver-
sary of the addition of the words

“under God” to the previous ver-
sion.

The high court ruled 8-0 that
California atheist Michael New-
dow, who was successful in lower
courts with his challenge to the
pledge, has no right to speak on
legal matters on behalf of his
daughter. Newdow had objected
to the pledge because she recited
the words in public school.

Newdow shares custody of his
daughter with her Christian
mother, but the mother is her
sole legal representative, the

court said, so he had never had
the right to sue.

The girl’s mother, Sandra Ban-
ning, had alerted the court that
she and her daughter, who is not
named in court papers, do not ob-
ject to the pledge.

The girl’s parents never mar-
ried.

The legal decision allowed the
justices to avoid ruling on wheth-
er the tradition of reciting the
pledge in public schools amounts
to the government promoting a

‘Under God’ can stay
in pledge, court says
Atheist’s case thrown out on technicality
By PATTY REINERT
Houston Chronicle
Washington Bureau

See PLEDGE on Page 6A.

WASHINGTON — A Somali man
has been indicted on charges that
he plotted with members of al-
Qaida to blow up an Ohio shopping
mall, Attorney General John Ash-
croft said Monday.

“The American heartland was
targeted for death and destruction
by an al-Qaida cell,” Ashcroft said.

Nuradin Abdi, 32, allegedly con-
spired with admitted al-Qaida op-
erative IymanFaris, an Ohio truck
driver who pleaded guilty last year
to plotting to cut the cables on the
Brooklyn Bridge, authorities said.

Abdi has been held on immigra-
tion charges since November.
Family members said Abdi is be-
ing held in Tiffin, Ohio, under the
name John Doe.

The four-count indictment was
handed down Thursday by a fed-
eral grand jury in the Southern
District of Ohio. Unsealed on Mon-
day, it charges Abdi with con-
spiracy to provide material sup-
port to terrorists and with docu-
ment fraud. He could receive up
to 80 years in prison if convicted
on all the counts.

Ashcroft said Abdi immigrated
to the United States in 1999, falsify-
ing information on an asylum
claim. Sometime in 1999 or 2000 he
traveled to a military-style camp
in Ogaden, Ethiopia, where he
trained in bomb making and guer-
rilla warfare in order to launch a
“violent jihad,” according to the in-
dictment.

When Abdi returned to the
United States, Faris met him at
the airport. The two began plan-
ning to detonate a bomb at an uni-
dentified Columbus-area shopping
mall, authorities said.

Federal law-enforcement offi-
cials have been warning in recent
weeks of a possible al-Qaida strike
this summer.

Indictment
claims plot
to blow up
Ohio mall
Somali accused
of ties to al-Qaida
By SHANNON McCAFFREY
Knight Ridder Tribune News

See PLOT on Page 6A.

BAGHDAD, Iraq — In some of the worst
rioting since the fall of Baghdad, hundreds
of Iraqis threw stones at U.S. soldiers,
burned an American f lag and danced
around the charred body of a foreign con-
tractor Monday after a suicide bomber
rammed a truck packed with explosives into
a convoy in a busy Baghdad neighborhood
killing at least 13 people.

Around the same time, two more bombs
exploded, one south of the capital, one
north, killing eight more, making it one of
the deadliest days in Iraq in the past month.

One American, two Britons, a French citi-
zen and a Filipino were killed in the Bagh-
dad bombing, military officials said. Three
were General Electric employees working
on power plants in Iraq, and two were their
security guards. They have not been identi-
fied.

U.S. officials said 62 people were injured,

including 10 foreign contractors. Hospital
officials said many of the wounded had lost
limbs.

As more than 50 Iraqi policemen stood
by, the Baghdad mob stomped on the hoods
of the crushed vehicles, doused them with
kerosene and set them alight, sparking a
huge fire in the middle of a crowded neigh-
borhood.

Even as angry men ran past them, slip-
ping through police lines to hurl bricks at

Rioting follows bombings
that kill 21, injure 62 in Iraq

Khampha Bouaphanh / Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Iraqis rejoice where a car bomb detonated Monday during
morning rush hour in Baghdad’s Tahir Square, killing at least

13 people, including an American. Two other bombs exploded
about the same time outside the city, killing eight.

Police watch as Baghdad crowd vents its anger
Houston Chronicle News Services

See IRAQ on Page 9A.

RAINFALL TOTALS
Rainfall in
Houston has
been above
average every
month this
year except
for March:
Source: National
Weather Service

Jan.
Feb.

March
April
May
June

+2.33
+2.60
–1.13
+1.96
+2.18
+4.63

Departure
from normal

6.01
5.58

2.23
5.56

7.73
7.10

Inches of
rainfall

Houston may remain soggy through Thursday,
but the good news is that the tropical 
rainmaker in the Gulf of Mexico appears 
to be drifting away from the area: Page 13A.

A WET YEAR SO FAR

Find out how the new light rail system did 
during Sunday’s flooding: Page 14A.

THE RAIN VS. THE TRAIN

They camp out on the street half
the night and when the doors open
at 6 a.m., they are greeted by secu-
rity officers, a metal detector and
a sign that reads:

“Houston District. Our Mission
is to Provide Accurate, Secure and
Timely Immigration Benefits, De-
livered with the Highest Degree of
Quality and Professionalism.”

Then they wait.
In Houston, they wait longer

than anywhere else in Texas.
Houston’s backlog, where it can

take anywhere from 18 months to
two years to receive permanent
residency, is one of the longer
waits in the country, longer than
in Boston, Los Angeles and San

Diego.
About 50,000 people in the Hous-

ton area are waiting for immigra-
tion documents, such as those for
permanent residency and natural-
ization. For some, the wait has
been as long as five years.

With a 2006 federal deadline
looming to shorten waiting times
to six months or less, Houston and
other district offices of the U.S.
Bureau of Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services across the coun-
try are scrambling to deal with a
backlog of applications from 3.6
million people.

In New York, for example, some
100,000 immigrants are waiting for
citizenship. The problem has got-
ten so bad across the country that
Congress will hear testimony this

Steve Campbell / Chronicle

Claudia Ruiz waits at the Hous-
ton immigration office. She was
with her mother, who was apply-
ing for permanent residency.

Immigration wait is Texas’ worst
50,000 people in area seek documents
By NANCY MARTINEZ
Houston Chronicle

See WAIT on Page 6A.
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